Photo Flash

April/May 2005
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Sunday April 24, 2005
2:00p.m. at the Photo Arts Building

This year SCACC is trying something new. Because of a lack of interest in the annual Scott
Watson Salon we have decided to hold an all member meeting in the building to introduce the newly
elected ofycers and to conduct the business that is usually conducted at the annual luncheon.
Please be sure to attend as SCACC is your organization and your input is necessary to keep things
happening.

The program will be as follows.
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by President, Bruce Mason.
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Showing of accepted images (slides and digital) for 2004 and presentation of awards
by Interclub General Chair, Lin Craft and Digital Chair, Buzz Bussino

A reception, with refreshments provided by SCACC, will follow



Desert Flower Report
http://www.desertusa.com/wildpo/ca.html

Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park

Note: Borrego Springs is a small town and is
somewhat overwhelmed at lunch time on the
weekends by power viewers. You may want to
bring a lunch and use available picnic areas
in town or in the park. The airport has a nice
restaurant and has a Sunday Brunch.

Mar. 22, 2005 K Sun reports: Drove to Anza-
BorregofromPhoenix yesterdaymorning...taking I-
10 to Hwy 8to S2, up north through the park.
| did make a point of stopping at some of
the lookout points mentioned here, such as the
Carrizo Badlands and Plum Canyon, as well as
several others. Overall, | have to say | was a little
disappointed as it seems several of the blooms
were past their prime (esp. in Plum Canyon). |
should have visited earlier! Nevertheless, the
park is still really lovely, and | did appreciate the
diversity of vegetation at the various elevations.
Carrizo Badlands was most impressive with
its tri-color theme(purple/yellow/white) and the
spectacular backdrop of the mountains. And there
are a couple of beaver-tail cactii with awesome
blooms right now. | also loved the Ocotillos with
their red pags proudly displayed...saw tons of
these as | drove back home through hwy 87. On
my way South from PHX to hwy 8 on I-10, there
were great loads of powers along the roadside,
and in some cases huge patches of yellow/orange
or purple in the yelds along the road. Finally, |
spotted a coyote wandering across the road on
my way up towards Borrego-Springs at dusk,
also a dbunnyi(well, really a jackrabbit), and a
roadrunner. All in all, not a bad way to spend a
Sunday afternoon.
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Joshua Tree National Park
Mar 21. 2005 Eric reports: | just returned from
Joshua Tree National Park and was there March
16 - 18 getting out just as more rains came in.

Here are a few of the photographic highlights.

| have never seen any desert this green. Neither
have any of the park rangers. When you get a bit
further south you start to ynd the actual powers.

When you yrst drive into the park from the
north entrance you notice one thing ... its green!
This is the high desert (the Mojave) where the
Joshua Trees live. And the Mojave has not really
started to massively bloom yet, but there are one
heck of a lot of little plants in bud. Some of those
same plants are already blooming down to the
south

A lot of desert blooms are very tiny and you
have to get right down to them, i.e., you have
to crawl to get a good shot. But the powers are
everywhere. Another prominently in bloom plant is
the desert dandelion One thing the photos can not
provide is the power scent which is very powerful
with so many blooms at once.

Also another thing to notice here is how many
bower buds there are on those big plants! This
yearis bloom has a long way to go yet. In closing -
- this may indeed be a once-in-your-lifetime event.
If you like this sort of stuff, turn off that computer,
get out there and go see it!
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Death Valley Wildpower

Report
Mar 22, 2005 - Lisa Reports: Like everyone, |
was amazed at the sheer beauty and the spetacle
of the wildpowers. Deynitely the South side of
the Park, per the Park rangers, my personal
experience, and many others, this is the where
the profusion of the wildpowers are located.

*kkkk

Southern California

Mar. 21, 2005 Roger Reports: | saw your notice
about the Desert Lilly Preserve so | drove 2 hours
to get there and wandered around for about an
hour before | found ONE Desert Lilly. lid have to
say it was worth it, doncha think? (I later ran into
some folks who reported that they had seen a
whole pock of iem about a 1/2 mile deeper into the
preserve. But it was near dusk at that point and
| didnit want to walk out in the dark) This photo
is proof positive that anyone with a (now) cheap,
obsolete 2mp digital camera can take good
photos. (It helps to have a good macro function,
though). Just requires patience.












